
Day 2 The Phase of 

Separation 

The image of Deity changes from Great 

Mother to Great Father 

Divine Immanence is lost 

Earth becomes a place of punishment for primordial sin 

Man is no longer part of the Divine Order 

Day 2  
The Solar Era and the Phase of Separation 

2,500 BC 2,000 AD 



The Ziggurat of Ur, Sumer 

Temple of Ur 



Diagram of Two Phases 
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Diagram of psyche 

Diagram of the Psyche 

Emerging Ego 

self-awareness 

conscious mind 

Solar Ego 

Lunar soul 

Diagram of psyche 

Diagram of the Psyche 

Collective 
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primordial habits 
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and plant species 
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Psyche in 
conflict 

with 
instinct 

The psyche is in conflict because  

spirit and nature,  

the conscious ego and the matrix of instinct  

are drawing apart  

This inner conflict is projected into the world.  

War becomes endemic, promoted by warrior 

leaders intent on power and conquest 

Rise of great empires from 2300 BC and of the 

solar hero: the warrior who triumphs in battle 

with the rise of the Patriarchal Religions 

awareness of the spirits and the 

archetypal powers of the invisible world  

(goddesses and gods) begins to fade 

 



Primary myth of solar era 

Mythic theme of 
the solar era 

The primary myth of the Solar Era is the Battle between Light 

and Darkness, Good and Evil, symbolised by the hero’s fight with 

a dragon or monster. This powerful mythology, projected onto the 

outer world has led ultimately to the battle to conquer and 

subdue Nature in the service of Man. 



Gilgamesh 

The theme of the Quest for the Treasure 

begins with  

the Sumerian Epic of Gilgamesh  

c. 2,300 BC 

This carries the idea that 

something precious has been lost, 

as indeed it was 



Marduk and Tiamat 

The Babylonian myth of Marduk and Tiamat c. 1,700 BC 



Perseus killing the 
Gorgon 

Perseus killing  

the Gorgon 500 BC 

The Gorgon 



Theseus killing Minotaur and 
labyrinth 

Theseus killing the Minotaur 



Achilles Vase Achilles slaying Hector 

Achilles killing Hector 



Hercules and the Bull of Crete 

Hercules subduing  

the Bull of Crete 



Perseus and Andromeda 

Perseus rescuing Andromeda from the Dragon 



The Phase of Separation 

In this Myth  

Earth becomes a place of exile and  

punishment for primordial sin.  

 
Man is given dominion over the Earth  

but he is no longer part  

of the divine order.  

 
He lives in a world  

contaminated by the Fall  

and subject to sin, suffering and death. 

The Phase of Separation and 

The Myth of the Fall 

Solar Era 



Jewish and Greek 
Views of Women 

The Jewish view of Woman entered Christianity through certain 

passages in the Old Testament and the preaching of St. Paul 

The Greek View of human nature also entered into Christianity:  

A Male part that was rational, virile, masterful and noble 

A Female part that was irrational, sexual, animal and treacherous 

– making woman a sexual temptation and a danger to man 

The Christian view of woman was deeply influenced by the Jewish 

and Greek views. The Myth of the Fall led to the unfortunate 

conclusion that woman was governed by her “lower” female nature 

and had to be controlled by the rational superior male. 

Jewish, Greek and Christian views of Women 



The Effects of this 
polarising mythology 

The Effects of 

this Polarising 

Mythology  

 
 

Woman becomes subject to Man,  

giving rise to the misogyny that contaminated all the  

patriarchal religions and still afflicts them today  

The Effects of the Polarising Mythology of the Solar Era 

The Feminine Archetype associated with  

Nature, Soul, Body and Matter is split off from Spirit  

 

thinking is dissociated from feeling; mind from soul 

Nature and the Earth are no longer sacred  

Nature is effectively de-souled 

Man is identified with Spirit 

Woman is identified with Nature 

Body is split off from Mind 

 sexual intercourse is viewed as transmitting the sin of the Fall 



Cranach Garden Horizontal 



Cranach Adam and Eve 
in Garden 



Expulsion from 
the Garden 

Part 2 The Phase of Separation 

Expulsion from the Garden 

c. 800 BC 



St. Augustine 



Crucifixion Giotto 



God creating Adam Academia 
Florence 



Eve emerging from Adam 
Urbino 



God creating Eve tapestry 



Adam accusing Eve 



God giving Adam dominion over 
animals 



Eve Memling 



Adam and Eve 
foliage 



Hugo van der Goes 



Triptych with Adam and 
Eve covering genitals 



Eve, Mary and 
Tree 

“Eve, by her disobedience brought death on herself and on all the human race: 

Mary, by her obedience, brought salvation.” 



Adam and Eve and Tree with 
serpent 



Adam and Eve Blake 



Michelangelo part of 
Expulsion 



We carry within our psyche two kinds of 

consciousness, two different ways of knowing: 

      A radical imbalance developed in us as the solar way of knowing  

was superimposed on the older lunar way. The left hemisphere and 

the rational mind gradually became too dominant and we lost the 

sense of relationship with the life of the Earth and the Cosmos.  

      (see The Master and His Emissary: The Divided Brain and the Making of the 

Western World by Iain McGilchrist) 

2 kinds of 
consciousness 

Two kinds 
of 

consciousn
ess 

1. Lunar – the Primordial Soul or matrix of consciousness:  

      a very ancient participatory, relational way of knowing, mediated 

through instinct, intuition, feeling (the heart) and the right 

hemisphere of the brain. Largely unconscious in all but 

shamanic cultures. 

2.  Solar – the Rational Mind: a goal-focused, objective way of 

knowing, mediated through linear thinking, the rational mind and 

the left hemisphere of the brain. developed ca. 2,300 BC – 2,000 AD. 



Christ and Virgin in 
Santa Maria Maggiore 




