
The Shadow and the primordial Soul 

The Shadow and 

the Labyrinth 

Day  3 



In Jung’s words: “As at the beginning of the 

Christian Era, so again today we are faced with the 

problem of the general moral backwardness of our 

species which has failed to keep pace with our 

scientific, technical and social progress.”  

 

                                             CW10, par 585 

 

Jung’ quote about moral 
backwardness of our species 

“We need more understanding of human nature 

because the only real danger that exists is man 

himself. He is the great danger and we are pitifully 

unaware of it. We know nothing of man, far too 

little. His psyche should be studied because we are 

the origin of all coming evil.” 

                                    

                             interview with John Freeman 1959 



Warning to Humanity 
by scientists 

      A Warning to Humanity 1992 

by 1,600 of the world’s senior scientists 

including many Nobel Laureates 

“A great change in our stewardship of the earth and the life 

on it is required, if vast human misery is to be avoided and 

our global home on this planet is not to be irretrievably 

mutilated.”“ 
 



We are the greatest threat We are the greatest threat to the planet because 

we are still so unconscious 

We are collectively driven by the biological 

 imperatives of the limbic system 

 – the fight or flight response –  

and are still geared to  

egocentric perception of threat  

We are in the midst of the Sixth Great Extinction 

which is caused by us in what has been named as 

the Anthropocene Age 

We are not able to see  

the threat we ourselves constitute 

 to the planet and our species 



Redon Cyclops 



 The Myth of Progress through the Power of Science and Technology 

The continuing Sacrificial Rituals of War: the desecration of 

the Body  wherever there is rape, torture and murder 

 The Denial of the effects of Climate Change on land, sea and air 

The Hunger and Deprived Existence of Billions 

The unchecked Growth of Population reaching 10 billion by 2050 

The Oppression and Rape of Women 

The Neglect and Abuse of Children: the murder of their souls 

Aspects of the Shadow Today 

The Rise of the Surveillance Society 



Doré – Woman Clothed 
with sun and Dragon 



Red Dragon and Woman 
clothed with Sun Blake 



the Dragon as the power of instinct 

The Dragon is an image of the 

immense creative and destructive 

power of the instinct: what Jung 

called our primordial soul. 
 

This Primordial Soul or Shadow is 

unconscious until it is called forth 

by fear, rage or the drive for power. 

It can then burst through the fragile 

defences of the conscious mind and 

take possession of it, causing it to 

act as predator, attacking whoever it 

sees as its prey. 



lion 



Alchemical lion swallowing sun 



Diagram of Ego possessed by primordial 
shadow 
Diagram of Ego possessed by primordial 
shadow 

Diagram of Ego 
possessed by primordial 

shadow 

Diagram of the Psyche 

Ego experience: 

self-awareness 

conscious mind 

Personal experience  

memories/traumas 

imprinted beliefs 

 

 

 

 

Memories & instinctive 

habits/traumas of 

evolutionary experience  

largely unconscious 

conscious mind 

Primordial Soul - Shadow 

Diagram of psyche 

Diagram of Possessed Ego 

 

The Collective Shadow 

Primordial Soul 

Predator/prey pattern 

 

Matrix of Consciousness 

Nature 

The  

Personal 

Shadow 

mind possessed by 

primordial shadow 



A Definition of Evil 

Evil has its origins in the unconscious predator-prey  

pattern of behavior. It may be defined as the intention  

to inflict or the act of inflicting terror, suffering,  

humiliation, torture or death on an individual  

or group of individuals. 

A Definition of Evil 



Mao/ Stalin/Hitler Danger of 
Utopian ideologies   

Between them they organised 

the murder of over 90 million 

people 

The Danger of Utopian Ideologies 
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Max Ernst – possessed ego 

The Gorgon 

A state of 

possession   



Jung – consciousness torn from 
its roots 

“Consciousness torn from its roots…possesses a Promethean 

freedom but it also partakes of the nature of a godless hybris with 

the belief that ‘Nothing is greater than man and his deeds.’”  

“God’s powers have passed into our hands. The powers themselves 

are not evil, but in the hands of man they are an appalling danger 

— in evil hands.” CW 10, par 879 



The predator/prey pattern in the 

primordial soul 

The Primordial instincts and the Shadow 

The instinct to kill 

The will to dominate others 

Bestial cruelty  

Territorial expansion 

Terror/fear/need to defend 

Rage 

Hatred 

Jealousy 

Greed 

Tribal memories as triggers 

in the unconscious shadow 



Godzilla 



Nuclear Explosion 



Syrian street after bombing 



Syria – waiting for food delivery 

Man looking into space 



India May 2014 

Hanged girls, India 



Execution of men by ISIS in Iraq 

Iraq June 2014 



Beslan 

The atrocity of Beslan 



Kurdish girl with landmines 



Boy with rubbish 



Why do 
we inflict 

such 
suffering 

on 
others? 

Why do we inflict such evil on others? 

Because we believe we are justified in 

killing/torturing/starving  people if we feel threatened. 

Because they belong to a different tribal group. 

Because they belong to a different religious sect. 

Because we do not know that what we are doing injures 

the Whole and therefore ourselves. 

Because we believe God, Yahweh or Allah approves of what we are 

doing. 

Because we are unconscious: unaware that we are 

possessed by the dark aspect of our primordial soul. 



Picasso Minotaur 



Theseus killing the Minotaur - Baray 

Confronting the 

Shadow with the 

sword of insight 



Drawing the dark man out of the 
Sea 



Redon child – a 
negative 

childhood 
Cruelty, abuse, neglect, 

abandonment, terror or 

horror experienced in 

childhood 

 

remain imprinted as a 

memory in the personal 

unconscious, giving rise to 

rage, violence, breakdown  

or depression decades later  

or to alcohol and drug abuse 

and sometimes to a psychotic 

breakdown. 

The Effects of   

Childhood Suffering 



The Collective Shadow Comes into Being 

Through childhood suffering/cruelty/abandonment/neglect 

The Shadow 
comes into 

being through 
childhood 
suffering 

Indoctrination in collective beliefs whether religious, political 

or scientific 

Repression of natural feelings/instincts 

Experience of cruelty from parents/teachers/peers 

sexual abuse 

Being forced to witness the torture or murder of a close family 

member and being unable to prevent it. (Afghanistan, Africa, 

Syria,, domestic violence) 

The child may react against any of these or may be imprinted 

with the pattern and re-enact it unconsciously in his/her own 

life later on. If millions carry the same wounds, a collective 

shadow comes into being. 



Diagram: building strong ego 
in child 

Diagram of the Psyche 

Ego experience 

self-awareness 

conscious mind 

loving parenting  

happy memories 

strong boundaries  

art/music/poetry/nature

/challenges/values  

 

 

 

Memories & instinctive 

habits/traumas of 

evolutionary experience  

do not overwhelm ego 

Solar Ego 

Primordial Lunar soul  

Diagram of psyche 

Building a strong ego in the child 

 

Matrix of 

Primordial Soul 

Collective Unconscious 

Nature 

The  

Personal 

unconscious  

Creative 

relationship with 

the unconscious 



Hero and Dragon – Scilla  



Labyrinth of Chartres full picture 



Labyrinth with Theseus 
and Ariadne 16thc. 



Labyrinth with Theseus and Ariadne 



Labyrinth detail 





Labyrinth full picture 


