
base metal into gold: the process of the Soul’s 

transformation and reunion with the divine ground 

The Great Work of  

Alchemy and the Sacred Marriage 





Buddha seated on coils of giant serpent 

The Awakened State 



1. Spirit is present in every aspect of the phenomenal world: 

the Vedic culture of India and the lunar cultures of the Great 

Mother. 

2. Spirit emanates from a divine source: Divine Father and 

Mother; transcendent & immanent — Kabbalah 

3. Spirit is wholly transcendent: the Patriarchal image of God  

Five Concepts of Spirit 

4. Spirit does not exist: the modern secular belief of scientific 

rationalism 

Four Concepts of Spirit 

5. Spirit is present in every atom of matter. All is the Divine Life  



An Emerging Concept of God or Spirit 

We participate in a Cosmic Consciousness or Intelligence 

which is co-inherent with every atom of our being and every 

particle of matter. God or Spirit or Divine Mind is not 

something transcendent to ourselves.  

We are co-inherent with it, at the very heart of It. 

Spirit, so long projected onto a transcendent Creator, remote 

from our world, is the quintessential consciousness which is 

awaiting discovery both in nature and ourselves.  

This is one of the great revelations of our time. 

We have the extraordinary responsibility of helping Spirit to 

become conscious in ourselves. 



“Hidden within man there exists a heavenly 

and divine light  

which cannot be placed in man  

from without  

but must emerge from within.” 



Within Manifest Life  is a Hidden Reality  

of the Highest Order 



Alchemy and Kabbalah kept alive the shamanic idea  

that spirit is present in nature 





Alchemy is called the “Royal Art” 

Each one of us carries the potential  

of the royal value or fully awakened consciousness,  

symbolized by the mysterious  

stone or gold of the alchemists.  

Alchemy is a process of revelation, incarnation, 

 illumination and transfiguration. This is the 

meaning of the Vision of the Grail 



“our gold is not the common gold” 

 

The alchemists said:  

“There are two categories in this art,  

namely, seeing with the eye  

and understanding with the heart,  

and this is the hidden stone,  

which is fitly called a gift of God – and this divine 

stone is the heart and tincture of gold which the 

philosophers seek.”  



the creation of an immortal “body of light”, the 

integration of body, soul and spirit and the 

conscious reunion with the unus mundus or  

the divine ground of being  

The Great Work of 
Alchemy 

 is 
about the relationship 

between man and the 

cosmos 



So the alchemists said: “Whoever shall make 

the hidden manifest knoweth the whole work.” 



“Alchemy is not merely an art or science to 

teach metallic transmutation, so much as a 

true and solid science that teaches how to 

know the centre of all things, which in the 

divine language is called the spirit of life.” 



Where Christianity taught that the Redeemer is outside 

us and that our ultimate redemption (as Christians) 

has been assured by Christ’s sacrificial death, alchemy 

taught that the alchemist can become the redeemer or 

rescuer of the lost aspect of spirit hidden within himself 

and nature, working with spirit to accomplish its 

awakening within him. This gives great significance to 

the individual since the divine drama of redemption is 

consummated in and through us. It is an awesome and 

heroic task. Each one of us carries the mystery of the 

incarnation of spirit in this dimension. Alchemy is a 

sacred rite of unification, an opus divinum. 







 

1. The descent into the underworld and the 

return 

2. The struggle with a superhuman adversary 

– serpent/dragon/monster 

3. death and rebirth or regeneration 

4. The winning of a priceless treasure 

5. Transformation 

6. The sacred marriage 

7. The birth of the divine child 

 

The Seven Themes of Alchemy 



 

1. The rescue of the aspect of spirit lost in matter  

 

2. The process of transformation involved in this 

rescue  

 

3. The death of the old king and queen (the old 

dissociated consciousness) 

 

4. The birth of the young king and queen (the new 

integrated solar and lunar consciousness)  

 

5. The union of the two natures = the hermaphrodite 

 

6. The conscious union of body, soul and spirit 

 

7. The re-union with what the alchemists called the 

unus mundus – the divine ground 

The Seven Tasks of Alchemy 



Luna and Sol 



Imagination is the Star in Man:  

the Celestial and Super-celestial Body 

Ruland the Lexicographer 



     The Lesser Work:  
 

The Creation of the  
White Stone or Rose 

 

The Stages of the Lesser Work are governed by 

Fire and Water: the transformative fire and the 

cleansing, clarifying waters of the soul 



The Lesser Work 

    The First Stage:  

Separating the soul from the 

body:  

 

the Nigredo or Separatio… the 

phase of death and dissolution.  

      Recurring Depression: “a 

blackness blacker than black”.   

 

symbol: the Raven  

The encounter with the Dragon 



Calcinatio 



                            Mortificatio 

“No new life can arise without the death of the old.” 

 





“This Divine Water makes the dead 

living and the living dead; it lightens 

the darkness and darkens the light.” 

The Second Stage 

The Albedo or Solutio 

The Opening of the Heart, shedding of tears, 

the dawning of insight,  

illumination and wisdom. 

Symbols: the Queen, moonlight, the 

White Stone or Rose, the Lily, 

 the Dove, the Swan 









The Greater Work: the Rubedo 

 
The creation of an immortal “body 

of light”, the integration of body, 

soul and spirit and the union with 

the divine ground – the unus 

mundus 

Symbols: the Red Stone or Rose, 

the Divine Elixir, the Flower of 

Immortality, Quintessential Gold, 

the Phoenix   





The stages of the Rubedo are  

governed by Earth and Air 

coagulatio;  
               sublimatio;  
                                multiplicatio;  
                                                fixatio;  
                                                         conjunctio  
 

We are tried in the fire and rendered into gold 







The Alchemical Union of the King and Queen, Sol and Luna  





“In Alchemy, the white and the red rose are well-

known symbols for the lunar and the solar 

tincture, from which the “precious rose-coloured 

blood” of the Christ-Lapis flows. And the 

Shekinah, the brilliance of celestial wisdom on 

earth, is understood in the image of the rose, and 

“the collection of honey” stands for the common 

inheritance of esoteric knowledge.” 

 



Three phases of consciousness 

Great Mother 

self 

Cosmic soul 

Universe, 

God and 

World seen 

as Object 

First Phase: Lunar 

Original Participation 

Second Phase: Solar 

Separation =  

Duality and Polarisation 

Final Phase: Stellar  

Mind and Soul Re-united 

Conscious Participation  

in an Ensouled Universe 

Mind and  

Soul 

Separated 

Three Phases of Consciousness 

 

Mind and 

Soul  

re-united 

 





The Sacred Marriage 

Stellar Consciousness 

conscious participation in an ensouled universe  

visible  

dimension 

invisible 

dimensions 



We participate in great 
Web of Life 

I am thou and thou art I and wheresoever thou 

art, there I am; and I am scattered in all things, 

and from wherever thou wilt, thou gatherest me, 

but in gathering me thou gatherest thyself. 
 

The Gnostic Gospel of Eve 


